
 

DELEGATE EMPOWERMENT 
Delegate Empowerment is the idea that Republican delegates should exercise the 
authority they already possess regarding the vice-presidential nomination. 

For many years, vice-presidential selections have often been treated as 
announcements rather than decisions. Delegates frequently assume their role is simply 
to ratify a choice made elsewhere. 

But delegates are representatives chosen by fellow Republicans to exercise judgment. 

This isn’t about opposing the presidential nominee. It’s about strengthening the party, 
increasing grassroots participation, and creating a process that Republicans and voters 
alike can respect. 

Delegates don’t need to wait for a convention floor vote to have influence. By 
expressing preferences early, delegates can help shape the discussion before decisions 
are finalized. 

Mike ter Maat is running because he believes delegates deserve a meaningful voice 
and because he believes he can help strengthen both the Republican ticket and the 
Republican Party. 

THEMES TO EMPHASIZE 
Delegate Authority 

Delegates already possess authority. 

The issue is whether that authority will be exercised. 

Participation 

Participation strengthens institutions. 

People support processes in which they have meaningful involvement. 



Transparency 

Important decisions are more credible when they are openly discussed. 

Republican Principles 

Delegate Empowerment reflects decentralization, grassroots engagement, and 
representative decision-making. 

Party Strength 

A party that trusts its delegates demonstrates confidence in its grassroots. 

Republican Delegates Are Not Spectators 

They are representatives chosen by fellow Republicans to exercise judgment. 

The authority already exists. 

The opportunity is to use it. 

CONCERNS DELEGATES MAY HEAR 
“This sounds anti-Trump.” 

Delegate Empowerment concerns process, not personalities. The same principles 
would apply regardless of who the presidential nominee is. 

“Won’t this divide the party?” 

Most healthy organizations permit discussion before decisions are finalized. 
Participation often strengthens commitment to the final outcome. 

“Wouldn’t a competitive process create conflict?” 

Competition and discussion are common features of democratic institutions. 
Republicans routinely trust voters to make choices. Delegate Empowerment reflects 
confidence in delegates. 

“The presidential nominee should choose his own running mate.” 

Most supporters of Delegate Empowerment agree that presidential nominees should 
have substantial influence. The question is whether delegates should also have a 
meaningful voice. 

“What if delegates support different candidates?” 

That is entirely normal. The purpose of a convention is to provide a process through 
which Republicans can consider alternatives and ultimately unite behind a nominee. 



“Isn’t this just about getting Mike nominated?” 

Mike is actively seeking support for the vice-presidential nomination. At the same time, 
Delegate Empowerment is based on the broader principle that delegates should 
exercise the authority they already possess. VOTE YOUR CONSCIENCE 
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