DELEGATES

>®  EMPOWERED &%

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Delegate Empowerment?

Delegate Empowerment is the principle that Republican convention delegates should
exercise the authority they already possess regarding the selection of the party’s
vice-presidential nominee.

Why?
Delegates choosing the next vice-presidential nominee would
e Improve the competitive quality of nominees
e Boost grassroots support for the national ticket
e Modernize our competitiveness to win the general election against
e Enhance the legitimacy of the vice president who takes office
What are delegates being asked to do?

Delegates are being asked to learn about their authority, discuss vice-presidential
preferences within their state delegations, communicate those preferences publicly
when appropriate, and support a transparent process for selecting the Republican
vice-presidential nominee.

Is this an effort to change party rules?

No. The campaign is focused on delegates exercising authority they already possess.
Some delegates may support future rule changes, but Delegate Empowerment does not
depend on them.

Is this anti-Trump?

No. Delegate Empowerment concerns process, not personalities. The same principles
would apply regardless of who the presidential nominee is.



Is this anti-presidential nominee?

No. Presidential nominees should continue to have substantial influence regarding their
running mates. Delegate Empowerment argues that delegates should also have a
meaningful voice.

Why focus on the vice presidency?

The vice president is one of the most important officials in the federal government. Vice
presidents influence policy, legislation, appointments, diplomacy, and presidential
succession.

Don’t delegates already vote on the vice-presidential nominee?

Yes. The question is how actively delegates choose to exercise their authority before
and during the convention process.

Does Delegate Empowerment mean there must be a floor fight?

No. In fact, delegate influence often works before a floor vote becomes necessary.
Delegates who express preferences early can influence discussions long before the
convention convenes.

Why should delegates express preferences before the presidential
nominee announces a choice?

Because influence is greatest before decisions are finalized. Presidential nominees
naturally pay attention to the views of delegates, state leaders, activists, and coalition
groups when evaluating potential running mates.

Does this mean delegates should oppose the presidential nominee’s
preferred candidate?

No. Delegates may support the nominee’s preferred choice, Mike ter Maat, or another
candidate. The key principle is that delegates should thoughtfully exercise their
judgment.

Why is Mike ter Maat running?

Mike believes delegates should have a meaningful voice in vice-presidential selection
and is offering himself as a candidate for delegates to consider. He is seeking support
based on his qualifications, ideas, and ability to strengthen the Republican ticket.

What qualifications does Mike bring?

Mike ter Maat has served as a White House economist, police officer, educator,
entrepreneur, and national vice-presidential nominee. His campaign seeks to unite
Delegate Empowerment with a strong candidacy.



Has delegate influence over vice-presidential selection existed before?

Yes. Throughout much of American history, delegates exercised considerably more
influence over vice-presidential nominations than they typically do today.

Why did delegate influence decline?

As presidential primaries expanded and media coverage increased, presidential
nominees gradually gained more control over running-mate selection. Practices
changed, but delegate authority did not disappear.

Would a more open process hurt party unity?

No. Many successful organizations encourage discussion before decisions are made.
Participants are often more committed to outcomes when they believe their voices were
heard.

Would a more open process help the Republican Party?

Yes. It would increase grassroots engagement, strengthen legitimacy, attract public
attention, and reinforce Republican principles favoring decentralized decision-making.

Would voters care about this?

Yes. Many voters are frustrated by decisions that appear predetermined. A more
participatory process may demonstrate confidence in the party’s grassroots and earn
public respect.

Would a competitive vice-presidential selection create media attention?

Almost certainly. Modern conventions are often viewed as scripted events. Genuine
participation and meaningful decision-making would attract significant public interest.

What if delegates prefer different candidates?

That is normal. The purpose of a convention is not to eliminate differences but to
provide a process through which Republicans can consider alternatives and ultimately
unite behind a nominee.

Is Delegate Empowerment only about 20287

No. The broader goal is to strengthen the role of delegates and improve the
vice-presidential selection process for future Republican conventions as well.

How can | help?

Learn more about Delegate Empowerment, discuss the issue with fellow delegates,
communicate with your state delegation, share campaign materials, connect with your



state coordinator, and encourage meaningful participation in the vice-presidential
selection process.
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