History Will Not
Repeat Itself

By Mike ter Maat

The great battle of our time is coming to a head - and we plan to
win. A three-century ideological confrontation pits two
fundamental philosophies. One side recognizes individual rights
and responsibilities, tolerates only limited government, and
understands that growth emerges from economic markets. The
other side embraces distributional competition, assumes a zero-
sum world, and supports activist government and economic
interventionism.

After a string of victories launched by the American Revolution,
classical liberalism finds itself on the ropes. Having defeated
Nazis, outlived Soviets, proven Marxists wrong and lifted the
world’s majority out of abject poverty, it might seem that all that
is left is to contain the aggression of authoritarian governments
while awaiting their economic collapse. Then we could declare
victory and usher in the era of abundance.

Yet here we are.



Our nation faces several existential threats.

e First, our government is careening toward a financial
collapse capable of plunging the entire world into a
devastating depression.

e Second, our government’s repeated military
engagements with undefined limits, if not reformulated
for a multi-polar world, risks eventually inviting others’
undefined escalation.

e Third, a government which would undermine civil rights
to the point of violent revolt in an increasingly divided
nation could set-off a downward spiral of civil unrest.

e Fourth, artificial intelligence.

The rise of the first three of these threats has been supported by
the fact that we now live in a post-constitutional nation. Like a
run-away Al robot, the American government has become so
powerful that it can no longer be restrained by laws or by courts,
living off an unlimited appetite for our resources, initiating
conflicts and supporting the wars of foreign nations to fuel its
growth, and distributing our funds as graft to secure its control.

Why?

Our politics are broken. Two opposing teams have been formed.
On one team are politicians on both the left and the right, people
who believe in recklessly spending our money, advancing other
nations' interests ahead of our own, and disparaging fellow
Americans.

On the other team are all the rest of us.

Whether our political class intentionally contributed to the
creation of the present environment will be left to the opinions of
others. Certainly, contributions have been made by the decline of
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the role of cultural institutions including the church, family and
long-term employment, and the advent of social and other media
technologies. But there is no doubt that setting American against
American has become the most effective shortcut to advancing
ambitions to power.

The major political parties have worked in concert, either
wittingly or organically, to foster a teamthink approach to
national challenges. Their zero-sum competitive politics isolates
Americans from the points of view of others, rewards
demonization of our brothers and sisters, and punishes respect
for our neighbors.

Political polarization now threatens to fractionalize our society
in every way. Families are now divided along philosophical lines
of governance. Businesses are rapidly learning how to exploit
partisan identities to expand market share. And as politicians
now perceive great potential advantage in division, they think
nothing of making the most strident statements about, to pick
just one recent example in Minneapolis - the work of law
enforcement professionals despite lacking even a passing
familiarity with police practices.

American Identity at Risk

As we lose our unified identity as Americans based on shared
experiences, we put our future at risk. Our political class would
have us meet the future as a fearful and therefore servile people,
focused on the most immediate of desires, including protection
from risk and responsibility. In contrast, the truth is that we are
the cultural progeny of those who signed the Declaration of
Independence and successfully waged a persistently brutal six-
year war against the dominant empire of the era. We are the
philosophical descendants of those who developed the American
Constitution, the single greatest invention in history, launching a
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worldwide centuries-long revolution against that very same
political class.

American is a very good thing to be. Our experience as a culture
founded by religious refugees, as a citizenry endowed of rights
by a higher authority than a government, and as a people who
suffered war to overcome slavery, has made us the most
government-skeptical and liberty-minded society in the world.
Our experience of meeting the western frontier with fortitude
and optimism forged the most innovative, entrepreneurial and
adaptable economy in the world. Our experience as a nation of
immigrants has made us the most culturally, racially and
religiously tolerant society in the world.

Reclaiming this American identity will be the key to meeting a
successful future because, as this identity reflects not merely
what we have done, but who we are. The future will belong to
America as long as we meet that future as Americans, as
American as we can be. History teaches us that the future has
always belonged to the most liberty-minded, optimistic,
adaptable and tolerant society. All of the world's future futures
will, too.
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